done recently, but it represents only a tithe of what remains t.o be done.
of this nature, carried out by picked men, at such special hospitals as the Devonshire Hospital at Buxton and the Mineral Water Hospital at Bath, where a large amount of clinical material is always to be found, would undoubtedly prove of the utmost value, and it is only by such means that the treatment of these diseases can be put on a really sound scientific basis.
Dr. F. P. NUNNELEY (Llandrindod Wells).
The defects of British spas are chiefly due to lack of attention to details on the part of-'(1) The doctors who, too often, content themselves with prescribing a course of waters or baths and do not trouble to give any directions as to how their patients are to spend their time when they "are not actually undergqing treatment.
(2) The mrunicipal authorities, who do not make the best of their towns by laying out gardens and walks, providing seats, shelters, latrines, &c., where they are most likely to be needed.
Both doctors and municipal authorities seem to concern themselves chiefly with present finance, rather than with the future prospects of their spas. In most British spas there appears to be a lack of the capital necessary for the proper development of their natural advantages. As things stand, the only remedy for this seems to be the control of the spas by financial syndicates, as in the case of Strathpeffer.
In addition, too many of the medical profession, outside the spas, seem to regard them as places to which they can send their patients when they are bored with them-not because they have any faith in spa treatment. The attitude of the doctors reflects itself in the minds of the patients, who are too often frankly sceptical as to the benefits which they are likely to derive from spa treatment.
Until these various defects are remedied and the public, generally, is interested in spa treatment in this country, I do not believe that it is the slightest use to ask the Government for financial aid for research at the spas themselves.
